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'^Now  to  Abraham  and  his  seed 
were  the  promises  made,  He  saith  not, 
And  to  &eed8^  as  of  many  ;  but  as  of  oiie^ 
And  to  thy  8eed^  which  is  Christ^  Gal. 
III.  16. 

Jesus  Christ  was  the  first  promised 
seed  to  the  j^rs^  sinner  upon  earth.  As 
to  his  humanity  though  miraciilously 
conceived,  He  was  as  truly  the  Son  of 
Man,  the  offspring  of  David  and  seed 
of  Abraham,  as  he  was  in  his  divine 
character,  the  Son  of  God.  So  in  the  text 
it  reads: — "Thy  seed  which  is  Christ." 

Abraham  had  two  seeds,  a  natural 
and  a  spiritual  one.  To  the  natural, 
God  was  graciously  pleased  to  promise 
the  earthly  inheritance  ;  which  He  by 
His  hand  fulfilled  under  Joshua,  blessed 
and  protected  them  there  for  1500  years 
till  on  rejecting  Christ  their  lawful 
King,  their  Temple  and  City  were 
laid  in  ashes,  and  the  nation  distroyed 
and  dispersed  to  the  four  winds  of 
heaven.  This  seems  to  me  to  cancel 
the  right  of  that  nation  to  that  land, 
which*under  the  gospel  is  no  more  holy 
than  any  other  land,  and  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Turksfor  the  last  lOOOyears. 
But  Abraham  was  made  the  father  of 
a  spiritual  seed  of  all  nations,  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  the  lawful  heirs  of  a  better 
inheritance,  "  a  heavenly  one."  As 
Christ  is  the  Elder  Brother  of  this 
brotherhood,  their  real  and  ever  liv- 
ing   reprpsentative,    their    Surety   in 


a  New  and  better  covenant.  He  may 
well  be  named,  in  that  typical  covenant 
with  Abraham,  "  Thy  seed  which  is 
Christ." 

In  the  settlement  of  a  lot  of  li^nd, 
or  any  other  inheritance^  it  is  not 
necessary  to  get  all  the  names  of  the 
the  heirs  for  they  may  not  be  born :  a 
representative  character,  say,  the  father 
of  a  family  like  Abraham,  is  put  in  the 
deed,  and  the  inheritance  runs  down  to 
his  lawful  children  from  age  to  age. 
This  is  Paul's  argument  in  Rom.  IV. 
13,  in  making  Abraham  heir  of  the 
world," — of  the  spiritual  world, — or 
father  of  all  believers  by  Christ  his  seed 
according  to  the  text,  or  his  son  accord- 
ing to  the  flesh 

So  on  this  principle,  the  blessing  of 
Abraham  (in  the  context)  comes  on 
the  Gentiles  through  Jesus  Christ,  that 
we  might  receive  the  promise  of  the 
Spirit  through  faith,  verse  14,  15. 
Here  now  we  find  the  golden  chain  of 
the  promise  and  of  right,  coming  from 
the  mouth  of  God  through  Abraham  to 
Christ,  (by  a  constitution  of  grace.) 
He  the  God-man,  is  made  the  great 
source  and  centre  of  it,  reaching  down 
through  Him  to  the  end  of  the  world 
to  all  the  spiritual  seed,  lawfully  describ- 
ed in  the  winding  up  of  the  argument 
in  verse  29.  "  And,  if  ye  be  Christ's, 
then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs 
according  to  the  promise."  Thus  far  I 
go  band  m  hand  with  oiu*  best.  ?edo 


baptist  Commentators.  Dr.  Scott  says 
on  the  text,  "The  unbelieving  descend- 
ants of  Jacob,  were  no  more  interested 
in  the  most  valuable  promises,  than  the 
posterity  of  Ishmael  and  Esau  were, 
while  all  believers  though  of  Gentile 
extraction, — being  one  with  Christ  were 
included  in  the  Abrahamic  covenant, 
without  any  concern  in  the  Mosaic 
Law,  or  the  Sinai  covenant."  Compre- 
hensive Commentary  on  the  text. 

But  now  we  are  sorry  to  part  with 
our  Pedo-Friends  in  the  following 
things.  The  difference  I  would  not 
point  out  in  this  way,  were  it  not  thiit 
faithfulness  to  truth,  and  the  souls  of 
men  required  it  of  me,  for  the  sake  of 
our  own  people  as  well  as  others. 

1st.  They  claim  this  promise  of  the 
spiritual  seed  to  the  natural  offspring  of 
believers.  This  we  most  seriously  deny, 
and  do  call  it  a  most  deadly  error,  and 
hold  firmly  that  the  child  that  rests  the 
salvation  of  the  soul  on  natural  descent, 
is  equally  lost  with  those  who  did  so 
in  the  days  of  Christ.  If  that  numer- 
ous proud  party  in  the  apostolic  age, 
are  not  sufficiently  rebuked,  by  John 
the  Baptist,  and  Christ  himself,  I  may 
despair  of  a  hearing  in  the  case.  An  heir 
of  heaven  by  natural  birth  is  not  in  the 
Bible. 

2nd.  They  jumble  the  whole  together 
into  one  mass.  The  two  seeds  the  earthly 
and  the  heavenly  inheritance,  and  the  two 
classes  of  promises  made  to  the  same. 
Now  the  Bible  student,  tliat  reads  the 
Old  Testament  in  the  light  of  the  New  ; 
surely  should  not  be  so  simple,  as  to 
suppose,  that  good  people  in  Tiverton, 
or  their  children  have  a  covenant  pro- 
mise, of  the  kingdom  of  Palestine  as 
an  everlasting  possession, — a  seed  as 
numerous  as  the  stars  of  heaven  for 
multitude,  and  the  sand  on  the  sea 
shore  innumerable, — giving  birth  to 
kings  and  martial  men,  who  in  battle 
would  possess  the  gates  of  their  ene- 
mies. These  are  earthly  favours  in 
which  we  as  sinners,  or  saints  of 
the  Gentiles,  never  had  an  interest,  and 
as  foresaid  to  the  Jews  were  brought 
to  a  close  long  ago. 

The  New  Testament  never  revives,  or 
cUiinns  a  promise^  made  to  Abraham  but 


a  spiritual  one,  and  applied  to  the  spir- 
itual seed.  Read  specially  Rom.  IV. 
from  end  to  end,  Rom.  II.  25-29.  Gal. 
III.  and  IV.,  and  John  VIII.  32,  to  the 
end  ot  the  chapter.  The  apostles  are 
our  very  best  commentators  on  the 
book  of  Genesis,  and  every  line  of  the 
Holy  Bible,  and  did  we  look  more  to 
it,  and  less  to  fallible  creeds,  we  would 
not  mingle  and  mangle  truth  so  nuich 
here. 

3rd.  From  circumcisipn  they  draw 
the  inference  that  we  have  baptism  in 
place  of  it,  and  is  to  their  children  a 
sealing  or  confirming  ordinance,  to  the 
baptized,  See  Confession  of  faith,  page 
254.  It  reads — "To  be  a  sign  and 
seal  of  ingrafting  into  Himself,  or  re- 
mission of  sins  by  His  blood,  and 
regeneration  by  His  Spirit,  of  adoption 
and  resurrection  unto  everlasting  life," 
&c.  An  instrument  legall}^  requiring 
a  seal,  is  null  and  void  without  it ;  bnr 
with  it,  the  great  foresaid  inhoritanct'. 
is  not  only  signified,  but  confirmed  l\v 
them  to  the  natuj'al chWdrou  of  believers, 
without  either  faith  or  repentance,  a 
privilege  which  Abraham  never  had, 
and  which  inspired  teachers  never 
taught.  This  doctrine  has  chloroform- 
ed millions  to  live  without  God,  and 
die  in  their  sins.  Baptism  is  a  sign  or 
symbol,  but  not  a  seal ;  and  that  passage 
is  not  found  in  the  Bible  that  reads  so. 
Theblood  of  Christ  seals  the  New  Cove- 
nant, and  the  Holy  Ghost  seals  the  lawful 
heirs  of  the  same.V  How  would  Pedo- 
baptist  ears  tingle  if  we  would  use 
their  language  to  our  candidates  at 
their  baptism,  though  professed  believ- 
ers, assuring  them  in  their  baptism  of 
all  the  great  blessings  thc}^  name,  and 
seal  to  all  their  offspring,  even  in  a 
state  where  repentance  and  faith,  are 
neither  expected^  nor  required.  They 
might  surely  say  then,  that  we  were 
laying  too  much  stress  upon  it,  and 
keeping  our  converts  away  from  the 
cross.  Circumcision  is  called  a  seal  of 
the  righteovsuess,  wh\(ih  Abraham  had 
before  he  was  circumcised ;  and  was  so 
read  in  the  flesh  of  Ishmael  in  his 
day,  and  by  us  today  as  a  seal  to  God's 
great  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith, 
as  it  reads.     "  That  he  might  ho  the 


father  of  all  them  that  believe  though 
they  be  not  circumcised  ;    that  right- 
eousness might  be  imputed  unto  them 
also," — Rom  IV.  11.     Now  mark  he   is 
not  here  said   to  be  the  father  of  the 
believing  Gentiles  and  his  natural  seed. 
If  he  could  not  be  spiritual  father  to  his 
own  natural  seed,  surely  he  cannot  be 
so  to  mine.     A  believing  gentile  be  he 
old  or  young  still  remaiis  a  gentile  ac- 
cording to  the  flesh.     He  is  no  more  a 
natural  child  of  Abraham  than  of  Pha- 
raoh or  Nebuchadnezzar.     Paul  settles 
this  question  Rom.  iv.  12.      "  And  the 
father  of  circumcision  to  them  who  are 
tiot  of  the  circu7ncision  only  but  who  also 
walk  in  the  steps  of  that  faith  of  our 
father  Abraham  which  he  had  being  yet 
uncircumcised."     No  logic  from  pen  or 
tongue  can   make  Abraham  father  in 
any  sense  whatever,   natural    or  spiri- 
tual, to  a  natural  gentile,  old  or  young. 
On  this  we  may  safely  defy  all  the  Dr's 
in  the  church,  or  the  world.    They  tru- 
ly do  not  understand  what  they  say  on 
this  point,  and  how  can  the  people  un- 
derstand?  I  am  truly  sorry  to  find  such 
evidence,  that  men  in  a   high  state  of 
mental  and  moral  cultivation,  yet  from 
prejudice  and  early  training,  are  found 
unable  to  see  the  diiference,  between  a 
seal  confirming  a  fact,  or  doctrine,  and 
a  seal  assuring  remission   of  sins   and 
heaven  to  the  natural  offspring  of  a  cer- 
tain class    of  the   community.     Some 
will  foolishly  say,  no,  we  require  faith 
in   the  future  on  their   oion    part.      If 
so,  where  is  the  difference?  Faith  gives 
equal  title  toa  child  of  the  infidel  orpa- 
gan.     If  we  receive  a  creature  into  the 
church  on  the  ground  of  a   future  faith 
being  possible,  we  must  receive  all  flesh. 
This  is  literally  pouring   the  children 
of  the  flesh,    or  the   world,    into     the 
church.    Without  this  they  never  could 
have  built  Babylon  the  great,  and  what 
once  was   done,    may   in  this    wicked 
world  in  the  same  way  be  done  over 
again.     Suppose  that  circumcision  was 
a  seal  to  Abraham,   of  favor  with  God, 
does    this    warrant    me    to    seal    the 
same  favor  which  he  had  through  faith, 
to  his  children  without  faith  ?    If  so  all 
his  natural   seed  were  saved    because 
they  were  circumcised,  very  much  ac- 


cording to   the  faith    of    millions   to- 
day. 

4 — They  arc  most  seriously  at  fault, 
who  through  love  of  system  would 
have  the  spiritual  promises,  made  over, 
not  only  to  the  infant  seed  of  believers, 
but  to  the  ungodly  crowd  of  Jews,  to 
whom  Peter  said  :  "  But  ye  denied  the 
Holy  One  and  the  Just,  and  desired  a 
murderer  to  be  granted  unto  you  and 
killed  the  Prince  of  life.  Acts,  III,  14, 
15.  But  Peter  winds  up  the  argument, 
verse  25,  by  applying  the  promise  of 
our  text,  not  as  the  portion  of  the  mul- 
titude, but  as  he  puts  it.  "  Unto  you 
first  God  having  raiffed  up  His  Son  Jes- 
us, sent  him  to  bless  you  in  turning  ev- 
ery one  of  you  from  his  iniquities." 
Meaning  that  the  convert  from  iniquity 
was  the  lawful  heir  of  the  promise  ;  and 
not  the  ungodly  crowd,  charging  the 
Apostles  with  drunkeness.  Peter  throws 
the  charge  back  in  their  teeth  and  says' 
to  all.  Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one 
of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  re-  , 
ceive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  for 
the  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your 
children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off ; 
even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
call."  Now  mark  !  We  have  always 
confined  the  promise  by  the  last  limi- 
tation clause  ;  "  Even  as  many  as  the 
Lord  our  God  shall  call,"  by  his  saving 
grace,  as  in  the  passage  forexplained 
by  the  same  speaker,  to  the  same  peo- 
ple. He  did  not  preach  two  gospels  to 
the  same  congregation."  But  our 
friends  utterly  refuse  this  in  all  their 
boohs  on  baptism,  and  play  upon  the 
words,  *<  You  and  your  children."  See 
Munro  on  Bap.  p.  62.  The  offer  of  mer- 
cy is  to  all.  But  the  promise  is  confined 
to  faith.  So  "  all  the  promises  of  God 
in  him,  are  yea,  and  in  him.  Amen.,' 
Cor.  I  20.  In  perfect  keeping  with  the 
language  of  the  text  and  passages  with- 
out number,  read  "given  us  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promises."  "  Hav- 
ing these  promises,  dearly  beloved," 
II  Cor.  VII.  "  He  that  believeth  on 
the  Son  hath  everlasting  life,"  John 
III.  36,  &c.  &c.  The  best  Paedobaptist 
divines  go  fully  with  us  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  promise  when  baptism  is  not 


in  the  question.  See  Charnock's 
Works  Vol.  II,  731.  "  God  seals  no 
more  than  He  promises.  He  pro- 
mises only  to  faith  and  therefore  seals 
to  faith.  Covenant  graces  must  be 
possessed  therefore  and  acted,  before 
covenant  blessings  be  granted  to  us." 
Others  may  do  as  they  please,  but  I 
would  be  burnt  on  the  street  before  I 
could  risk  my  soul  in  the  mission  of 
some  prophets  of  whom  it  is  said,  Eze. 
XIII.  22.  ''  Because  with  lies  ye  have 
made  the  heart  of  the  righteous  sad, 
whom  I  have  not  made  sad,  and 
strengthened  the  hands  of  the  wicked, 
that  he  should  not  return  from  his 
wicked  way,  by  jpromising  him  life.'" 
Let  me  dread  a  common  part  even  how- 
ever small  of  this  mission,  for  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  both  parties,  and  too  often 
not  known  to  either ;  and  surely  good 
men  have  not  always  clean  hands  in 
those  days  of  strife  and  division,  and 
extra  efforts  to  make  up  numbers. 
5th.  They  have  not  one  passage  in 
•  the  whole  Bible  for  their  limitation 
clause,  "  Infant  seed  of  believers,"  as 
the  subjects  of  baptism  and  lawful  heirs 
of  the  promise.  It  would  be  preposte- 
rous in  a  court  of  law,  as  to  any  claim 
of  right.  The  word  family  never  means 
the  hahyy  or  the  infant  part.  The  word 
children  at  the  least  includes  old  and 
young,  and  in  Scripture  the  42nd  gen- 
eration were  called  the  children  of 
Abraham,  in  the  days  of  Christ,  and 
heirs  of  the  temporal  promise,  which 
our  friends  claim  to  their  infant  seed^ 
in  baptism.  The  word  seed  is  equally 
open  to  the  same  criticism,  no  distinc- 
tion of  age  is  admissible :  it  runs 
through  endless  generations.  The  word 
posterity  is  the  same :  and  the  word 
house  far  more  comprehensive,  mean- 
ing servants  as  well  as  children.  Our 
friends  are  using  the  limitation  clause  of 
"  the  infant  seed,''  to  work  better  into 
use,  and  the  tender  affections  of  the 
heart.  But  one  thing  is  sure  in  Gen. 
XVII  7-27,  which  our  friends  take  as 
a  rule  to  baptize  "  their  infant  seed  ;" 
hundreds  of  adults  were  circumcised  the 
self-same  day,  almost  all  servants ;"  for  it 
reads,  "  And  all  the  men  in  the  house, 


born  in  the  house,  and  bought  with 
money  of  the  stranger,  were  circumcised 
with  him.'  The  oldest  was  himself,99,and 
and  the  youngest  13  years  of  age.  The 
last  Abraham's  only  son,  and  no  baby  at 
all.  The  only  child  of  promise  not  yet 
born.  Our  friends  have  picked  the 
wrong  chapter,  and  got  themselves 
mixed  up  with  the  wrong  seed,'a.nd.  into 
the  fellowship  of  Ishmael,  for  Isaac  was 
only  born  the  following  year.  Genesis  "^ 
XXI,  1. 

6.  It  is  truly  astonishing  the  efforts 
our  friends  put  forth,  to  force  our  text 
to  favor  the  infant  seed  claim.  How 
humiliating  to  look  at  the  labors  of  our 
great  commentator  Dr.  Barnes  !  He 
cannot  deny  that  Christ  is  the  seed  re- 
ferred to  by  Paul,  and  the  promise  run- 
ing  through  faith  in  Him  to  Jew  and 
Gentile,  but  allows  a  set  of  Dr.'s  and 
Fathers  to  step  in,  pull  Paul  by  the 
ears,  some  of  them  very  roughly  in- 
deed. Dr.  Doddridge  calls  it  bad  Greek, 
Rosenmuller  and  Noessett,  place  in  the 
text  the  seed  of  believers,  and  "  take 
away  my  Lord  and  I  know  not  where 
they  have  laid  him."  And  Jerome 
the  translator  of  theLatin  Bible  charges 
Paul  with  a  false  argument,  which  al- 
though (he  says)  it  might  appear  well 
enough  to  the  stupid  Galatians,  would 
not  be  apjyrovedby  wise  and  learned  men.' 
So  while  these  and  others  are  allowed 
their  abuse  of  Paul,  for  the  language  of 
the  text,  the  Dr.  himself  comes  to  the 
rescue,  and  divides  the  argument  be- 
tween them,  for  he  says,  "Now  no  one 
probably  ever  read  this  passage  without 
feeling  a  difficulty,  and  without  asking 
himself  whether  this  argument  is  sound 
and  is  worthy  of  a  man  of  candour, 
and  especially  an  inspired  man."  See 
his  Notes  on  our  text.  He  then  in 
much  doubt,  gives  his  opinion,  and  if 
refused  he  says,  "  Then  I  confess  my 
inability  to  explain  the  passage."  We 
certainly  refuse  it  and  find  no  difficulty 
in  the  passage,  except  what  system  has 
created.  But  what  view  does  he  give 
of  it  ?  That  is  truly  marvellous.  Hear 
him  in  his  own  words  on  the  text. 
Thy  seed  which  is  Christ  he  says  "The 


promise  was  indeed  at  first  general, 
and  the  term  used  was  of  the  most  gen- 
eral nature.''  Now  Barnes,  you  never 
read  it  general  in  any  h-ngaage  you 
read ;  and  you  confess  in  the  argument 
that  it  reads  in  the  singular  number 
both  in  the  Greek  and  Hebrew ;  and 
this  congregation  knows  that  the  read- 
ing is  singular  in  English  and  Gaelic  ; 
and  Paul  removes  it  from  the  general 
to  the  singular  number,  and  builds  his 
argument  on  that  number.  "  Thy  seed 
which  is  Christ."  The  inheritance  is 
his,  and  in  and  through  him  graciously 
made  over  to  every  member  of  his 
mystical  body,  to  the/  exclusion  of  ev- 
ery creature  not  born  again.  The  first 
birth  makes  man  a  child  of  wrath,  and 
of  Adam  through  whom  judgment  and 
condemnation,  passed  upon  all  the  s^ed. 
Rom.  Y,  16.  So  as  many  as  are  by 
God's  Spirit  made  the  children  of  God 
are  heirs  with  God  and  joint  heirs  with 
Christ.  If  the  question  is  asked,  will 
you  not  receive  into  the  church  such 
as  shall  be  received  into  heaven.  I 
frankly  answer  we  shall  most  gladly  ; 
only  we  refuse  to  take  them  by  the  na- 
tural birth,  for  as  such  they  shall  not 
enter  heaven.  In  this  we  are  perfectly 
atone  with  the  Presbyterian  Confession 
of  faith,  Chap.  X,  4,  which  reads, 
"Elect  infants  dying  in  infancy  are  re- 
generated and  saved  by  Christ  through 
the  Spirit  (not  by  water.)  So  are  all 
other  elect  persons  who  are  incapable 
of  being  outwardly  called  by  the  minis- 
try of  the  word."  When  this  takes 
place  they  know  and  love  Christ,  and 
can  sing  the  song  of  Mosesand  the  Lamb 
with  the  heart  and  the  understanding 
also.  All  such  we  are  willing  to  receive, 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  known,  and  our 
friends  think  we  receive  them  too 
young  into  full  raembership,finding  no 
account  in  the  Bible  of  their  half  mem- 
bership. We  think  when  God  makes 
them  in  life  they  should  be  known,  for 
he  seals  them  hy  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
promise.  So  they  can  do  without  to- 
kens of  brass,  which  may  pass  on  earth, 
but  not  in  heaven.  We  take  the  Apos- 
tolic rule  in  church  building,  receive 
the  three  classes  they  received,  their 
old  men,  their  young  men,  and  even 


their  little  children,  that  arc  expressly 
said  to  know  the  Father  !  John  II,  13. 
Such  by  God's  grace  are  fit  members  of 
the  church, both  on  earth  and  in  heaven. 

If  others  are  found  within  they 
should  be  shut  out,  for  they  never  came 
in  by  the  door  of  the  sheep's  fold,  but 
tumbled  over  the  wall,  and  the  deed  is 
no  benefit  either  to  themselves  or  the 
church.  Those  who  claim  a  place  for 
their  natural  infant  children  in  heaven 
should  remember  that  the  door  of  the 
church  is  not  wide  enough  on  earth  or 
in  heaven  for  couples,  families  or  nations 
but  as  individuals.  So  we  read,  John  X, 
9.  "  I  am  the  door,  by  me  if  any  man 
enter  in  he  shall  be  saved,  and  shall  go 
in  and  out  and  find  pasture." 

7th.  Their  argument  in  making  the 
Jewish  Kingdom  and  the  christian 
church  owe,  is  wrong,  and  will  not  bear 
the  light  of  truth.  God's  people  are 
one,  and  alwaj^s  were,  in  spite  of  all 
the  devil  has  done,  or  can  do.  One 
with  Christ  in  God,  and  one  with  one 
another  in  Christ.  The  covenaiit  of  re- 
demption between  the  Father  and  the 
Son  fully  secures  this  unity.  But  God 
in  His  grace,  in  carrying  this  out,  has 
established  three  successive,  and  very 
different  administrations '  of  grace,  in 
their  order,  ordinances,  and  public  ser- 
vices. They  are  called  the  Pati'iarchal, 
the  Mosaic,  and  the  New  Testament  dis- 
pensations. The  first  two  of  necssity 
were  preparatory,  teinporary,  and  sym- 
bolic. In  each  case  preparing  the  way 
for  the  great  third  and  last,  the  New 
Covenant  in  Christ's  blood.  The  pro- 
mise to  Abraham  as  to  his  seed,  was  the 
gospel  preached  to  him  in  his  day. 
But  it  was  not  new  ;  it  was  preached  in 
the  same  way  by  God  Himself  to  Eve,. 
the  first  sinner,  and  mother  of  all  flesh; 
carried  down  from  age  to  age  by  the- 
ministry  of  angels,  and  men  of*  God, 
as  Paul  puts  it,  "  till  the  seed  should 
come  to  whom  the  promise  was  made, 
Gal.  III.  19,  Then  for  ever  confirmed, 
in  favour  of  the  heirs  of  promise,  of 
all  ages,  by  Him  of  whom  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  But  now  once  in  the  end  of  the 
world  he  appeared  to  put  away  sin  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Ilimslf."     Heb.  IX.  26. 

The  first  was  a  family  one,  to  which- 


belonged  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  as 
well  as  Adam,  Enoch  and  Noah,  with 
their  families.  The  second  a  national 
one  into  which  all  the  nation  of  Israel, 
entered  at  Mount  Sinai.  And  into  the 
third  and  last,  men  enter  not  as  families 
or  nations,  but  as  individuals  through 
faith,  'allwho  are  born  of  God'  and  'know 
Him  from  the  least  to  the  greatest." 
The  name  covenant  of  grace  is  from  the 
school,  not  from  the  Bible.  The  pro- 
mised seed  graced  the  first  under  ter- 
ror and  fearful  judgments.  The  second 
received  much  more  enlarged  develop- 
ment of  divine  mercy.  And  for  the 
consecration  and  confirmation  of  the 
third,  we  might  well  say  in  the  langu- 
age of  figure  that,  "  A  door  was  opened 
in  heaven,"  to  make  way  for  the  desire 
of  all  nations  to  come  to  his  Tem- 
ple, as  "  The  great  high  priest  of  our 
profession,"  to  dedicate  the  New  Cove- 
nant by  His  own  blood,  and  by  one 
offering  "  perfected  for  ever  them  that 
are  sanctified'^  "■  And  for  this  cause,  He 
is  the  mediator  of  the  New  Testament, 
that  by  means  of  death,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  transgressions  that  were 
under  the  first  Testament,  they  which 
are  called,  might  receive  the  promise  of 
eternal  inheritance.'*  Heb.  IX.  15.  All 
that  is  said  about  our  putting  our  natu- 
ral children  out  of  this  covenant,  may 
be  true  if  our  friends  by  baptizing 
them  have  the  power  of  putting  them  in. 
I  some  times  feel,  as  if  I  should  like 
to  have  that  power,  for  the  salvation  of 
old  and  young.  But  I  feel  satisfied  that 
the  same  power  will  be  far  better  em- 
ployed,by  the  Almighty  hand  that  has  it. 
8th.  As  to  holy  blood,  we  believe  it 
not  except  in  one  case,  "  The  holy  one 
of  God."  All  the  rest  areborn  in  sin.  We 
feel  astonished  at  the  Pope  dcclari^ig 
the  Virgin  Mary's  holy  birth  but  feel 
ten  thousand  times  more  astonished  at 
those  who  denounce  the  Romish  dog- 
ma as  false,  to  find  holy  births  in  the 
County  of  Bruce  by  thousands.  I  have 
been  hard  on  Dr.  Barnes  for  his  remark 
on  the  words  of  our  text.  Though 
after  all,  I  hold  him  in  general  as  the 
first  Presbyterian  commentator  that 
ever  lived,  and  perhaps  the  best  of  this 
generation,  all  parties  put  together.  So 


let  me  forgive  the  first,  by  the  value  of 
his  views  on  holy  birth  founded  on  1 
Cor.  VII.  14,  making  it  nothing  but 
legitimacy  of  both  marriage  and  bii-th, 
and  no  reference  under  heaven  to  bap-  B 
tism.  I  recommend  his  remarks  to  all,  | 
especially  Presbyterians.  Sec  his 
Notes  on  the  foresaid  passage.  As  to 
that  of  Jeremiah  I.  5.  the  word  sancti- 
fied there  means  setting  apart  to  office 
not  in  the  birth,  but  as  it  reads  before  :<ti 
conception,  such  fore-ordination,  -very 
good  Presbyterian  holds  in  the  salva- 
tion of  his  own  soul ;  but  finds  it  no 
plea  for  church  privileges  till  he  is  con- 
verted to  God. 

9th.  Circumcision  as  a  rule  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  baptism  proves  too 
much,  therefore  proves  nothing.  It  is 
not  followed  by  our  friends  in  se.v,  in 
time  in  servants  in  slaves,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  parent,  in  the  administrator, 
nor  in  the  place  given  to  the  subject  in 
the  church  afterwards.  So  if  our 
friends  take  the  liberty  of  departing 
from  their  own  rule  in  7  counts,  they 
should  not  condemn  us  for  one  count 
more,  that  is  baptize  only  the  spiritual 
child  of  Abraham,  under  a  spiritual 
dispensation  of  grace,  which  recognizes 
now  no  Jew  but  the  spiritual  Rom.  11. 
28  and  knows  no  man  after  the  flesh ; 
only  the  new  creature.    11  Cor  V.  16, 17. 

This  rule  of  circumcision  is  not  plead- 
ed, but  by  a  small  fraction  of  the  redo- 
baptist  family,  the  Presbyterians  and 
Congregationalists  about  1  in  40  of  the 
whole  christian  world.  Roman  Catho- 
lics 200,000,000,  Greek  Church,  100, 
000,000,  care  not  a  fig  for  this  rule,  all 
rest  the  infant  rite  on  baptismal  regen- 
eration, salvation  with  it  and  damn  a- 
tion  without  it,  according  to  good 
Father  Cyprian.  The  church  of  Eng- 
land in  a  long  service  never  mentions 
this  rule,  nor  even  the  Book  of  Genesis. 
In  the  rite  the  child  of  any  and  every 
parent  is  taken  and  sent  home  "  regen- 
erated, the  child  of  God.''  The  Metho- 
dists take  all  alike,  pay  no  respect  to 
this  rule  of  relation  of  the  child  to  a 
believing  parent.  The  Lutherans  the 
same,  so  if  the  two  bodies  professing 
this  rule  follow  it  not  in  9  cases  out  of 
10  practically  in  life  and  teaching,  are 


we  to  be  condemned,  for  our  strong 
protest  on  the  subject  ? 

10th.  Our  friends  draw  the  infer- 
ence "  That  baptism  came  in  the  room 
of  circumcision."  Strange  that  Paul 
in  all  his  contest  with  the  Judaizing 
teachers  in  Galatia,  Antioch,  and  Je- 
rusalem, never  thought  of  this  tine  ar- 
gument. But  in  place  of  this  we  find 
in  the  year  61  no  less  than  27  years 
after  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  on 
PauVs  third  and  last  Journey  to  Jerusa- 
lem, the  apostles,  and  the  "  many 
thousands  "  of  believing  Jews  in  that 
first  mother  church,  were  "all  zeal- 
ous of  the  law,"  and  'as  James  says  to 
Paul,  "  They  are  informed  of  thee,  that 
thou  teachest  all  the  Jews  which  are 
among  the  Gentiles  to  forsake  Moses  ; 
saying  that  they  ought  not  to  circumcise 
their  children,  neither  to  walk  after  the 
cuMtoms."  Acts  xxi,  18-26.  So  James 
directed  Paul  on  a  certain  course,  and 
he  took  it,  "  That  ail  might  know"  the 
information  against  him  false.  Then  it 
reads,  and  "  That  thou  thyself  walkest 
orderly  and  keepest  the  law."  Paul 
was  against  the  circumcision  of  the 
Gentiles  ;  but  never  taught  a  believing 
Jew  to  give  it  up.  So  no  church  his- 
torian gives  any  account  of  them  giv- 
ing it  up.  In  many  parts  of  the  East 
Christian  Jews  circumcise  their  chil- 
dren yet.  In  place  of  giving  it  up.  Dr. 
Neander,  a  Christian  Jew  himself,  and 
our  vcr}^  first  church  historian,  tells  us 
that  the  Jewish  Christian  party  sank 
deeper  into  the  Jewish  element ;  and 
shortly  after  the  death  of  the 
apostles  two  thirds  of  them 
broke  fellowship  with  the  "  Pauline 
church,"  (as  he  callb  it)  and,  by  the 
name  of  Ebonites,  in  the  course  of  time, 
melted  down  into  the  unbelieving 
mass.  Now  I  ask,  were  the  apostles 
and  all  the  believing  Jews  during  that 
age  circumcising  and  baptizing  their 
children  ?  Let  those  who  can  believe 
this.  We  cannot.  See  the  time  and 
account  of  Paul's  first  and  second  visits 
to  Jerusalem,  in  Gal.  i.  18,  ii,  1.  Acts 
XV,  7. 

In  the  last  place,  surely  the  confusion 
and  division  of  our  pedo  friends 
around  the  baptismal  font,  demands 
thoir  own  most  serious  consideration, 


prayer,  and  humiliation.  As  for  us, 
our  mind  is  fully  made  up,  neither  to 
form  our  churches  after  the  example  of 
the  Jewish  kingdom,  nor  administer 
baptism  after  the  rule  of  circumcision. 
We  were  never  more  confident  of  our 
duty  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  than 
we  are  at  this  moment,  to  make  our 
rule  the  commission  of  Christ  to  his  apos- 
tles, and  the  innumerable  unerring  in- 
stances of  the  way  they  understood 
the  same,  in  the  history  of  their  life 
and  labours.  They  made  disciples  of 
all  nations.  They  baptized  those  dis- 
ciples, and  taught  them  every  thing 
Christ  commanded,  no  more  no  less. 

Look  at  their  confusion  for  a  moment. 
I  say  nothing  of  the  Greek  church  or 
of  their  ancient  immersion  and  their 
baptismal  regeneration.  JMor  of  the 
Romish  sprinkling,  b}^  the  ac- 
knowledged authority  of  the  pope,  but 
of  the  Protestant  bodies  round  the 
water.  I  honestly  confess  they  give 
me  more  pain  than  Papist,  Pagan, 
Mahometan,  and  infidel.  The  good 
Dr.  Dwight,  grand  child  of  Jona- 
than Edwards,  President  of  Yale  Col- 
lege of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  Con- 
gregationalists,  opens  quite  a  battery 
on  the  Methodists.  When  any  but  a 
real  believer  ofi'ers  a  child  in  baptism 
he  calls  it,  "  No  obedience  to  any  com- 
mand of  God,  and  therefore  has  no  pro- 
mise, and  let  me  add,  no  encourage- 
ment to  hope  for  a  blessing."  Divin- 
ity, vol,  vi.  242.  If  this  be  true,  many 
go  away  without  a  blessing,  and  how 
can  minister  or  child  secure  it  if  it  de- 
pends on  the  real  faith  of  the  parent  ? 
Then  Dr.  Patterson  the  exopsitor  of 
the  Shorter  Catechism  and  Historian 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  no  doubt 
a  very  able  man,  opens  a  heavy  bat- 
tery too  against  the  English  Church, 
for  throwing  aside  ihe  parents  and  em- 
ploying God-fathers  and  God-mothers, 
and  says,  "  None  but  the  immediate 
parents  have  a  right  to  present  any 
child  for  baptism."  He  speaks  of  the  ex- 
treme ignorance  of  the  practice,  "  seek- 
ing it  to  serve  a  purpose,  perhaps  to 
conceal  the  wickedness  of  the  parent, 
or  for  some  other  end  equally  bad, — 
that  children  should  be  baptized  on 
the  right  of  another  who  is  a  member 
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of  the  visible  church,  whether  relation 
by  blood  or  acquaintance,  is  most  ab- 
surd. No  one  can  give  a  right  to  his 
brother  to  the  privileges  of  the  church, 
how  then  can  he  give  a  right  to  his 
brother's  children  for  baptism  ?  or 
how  can  one  relation  give  a  right  to 
another  except  that  of  parents  and 
children."  Page  320.  Dr.  Patterson 
ought  to  know  that  the  right  of  spon- 
sors is  1300  years  older  than  that  of 
parents.  Yet,  to  be  candid,  I  do  not 
wonder  at  the  horror  of  the  good  Dr. 
for  I  confess,  in  looking  at  the  baptis- 
mal service  in  the  English  prayer 
book,  I  am  truly  astonished  at  good 
men,  with  the  Bible  in  their  hands, 
submitting  in  millions  to  such  a  service 
as  their  Christian  baptism.  It  reads 
after  the  whole  party  appear  at  the 
font,  For  a  male  child,  two  God-fathers 
and  one  God-mother,  for  a  female 
child,  one  God-father  and  two  God- 
mothers must  be  had.  After  a  long  ser- 
vice the  priest  asks  the  name  of  the 
child,  say  John,  then  the  sponsors  are 
required  in  the  name  of  the  child,  to  be- 
lieve the  creed,  and  to  vow  general  obedi- 
ence to  God's  law,  (mark  for  an  uncon- 
scious infant  kept  asleep  if  they  can) 
then  John  himself  is  addressed,  "  Wilt 
thou  De  baptized  in  this  faith  ?"  A 
voice  answers,  •'  That  is  my  desire." 
Then  John  is  still  addressed,  "  Wilt 
thou  obediently  keep  God's  holy  word 
and  commandments,  and  walk  in  the 
same  all  the  days  of  thy  life."  The 
voice  answers,  "  1  iciU,''  which  promise 
with  life  must  be  broken  as  sure  as 
made.  Then  it  reads,  "  Then  the  priest 
shall  take  the  cliild  in  his  hands,  and 
(if  sickly)  pouring  will  suffice,  butif  not 
''  He  shall  dip  it  \\\  tiie  water  discreet- 
ly and  warily,  saying,"  &c.,  &c.  Then 
thanks  is  given  to  God  in  prayer, 
"  That  it  Jiath pleased  thee  to  regenerate 
this  infant  with  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to 
receive  him  for  thine  own  child  by 
adoption,  and  to  incorporale  him  into 
thy  holy  church,"  &c.,  itc.  Mark  he 
is  as  surely  born  of  the  Spirit  already 
as  of  water,  uud  all  the  rest  eqnall}'  sure. 
This  is  pure  popery,  which  is  as  an  iron 
chain  at  this  present  moment  hauling 
with  national  force  back  to  Rome,  both 
the    English    chui'ch    und    uatiou.    I 


would  to  God  it  were  snapped,  to  save 
both  from  ruin.  I  showed  this  service 
to  a  3''0ung  Baptist  mimeter  the  other 
day,  and  he  calmly  said,  "  There  is 
work  for  the  Baptists  to  do  in  the  world 
yet,"  meaning  that  to  take  down  this 
Romish  pyramid,  was  specially  the  mis- 
sion of  our  Body.  Other  Bodies  are  but 
improving  and  propping  it  up. 

in  conclusion,  the  abuse  poured  upon 
us  might  be  spared,  for  teaching,  as 
they  suppose,  against  the  fifth  com- 
mandment, as  it  is  not  true.  Equally 
out  of  place  is  the  charge  of  wrong- 
doing in  taking  the  members  of  other 
churches,  specially  when  it  comes  from 
a  Body,  which  a  few  years  ago,  took 
all  their  own  members  and  followers 
from  a  church  they  once  greatly  ad- 
mired; and  in  the  support  of  what  they 
believed  to  be  the  claims  of  truth  and 
conscience,  rent  asunder  every  kirk 
congregation  in  Scotland,  and  generally 
over  the  Empire.  Surely  they  should 
not  be  the  last  to  allow  us  the  dear 
rights  of  conscience  they  claim  to 
themselves.  The  right  may  be  abused 
we  confess,  like  every  other  good 
thing,  but  over  this  we  are  striving  to 
watch,  and  give  no  just  cause  of  offence 
to  Jew,  or  Greek,  or  the  church  of 
God.  Some  times  an  odd  member  and 
a  few  ministers  df  our  Bodj",  have  gone 
over  to  these  churches,  and  were  re- 
ceived without  2i  permit  from  us,  and  no 
public"  rebuke  administered  to  any 
party  concerned ;  let  each  party  give 
what  it  claims,  we  should  not  for  a 
moment  admit  the  claims  of  the 
Jiesh  against  the  Spirit ;  of  error  against 
i(ru//i,  nor  of  ??ian  against  God.  "Seek 
first  the  Kingdom  ol  God  and  His  right- 
eousness." Yet  we  rind  a  great  many 
in  favor  of  putting  man  first,  and  God 
second.  On  this  point  xcho  is  found 
guiltless.  Yet  God,  all  the  way  down, 
has  been  building  monuments  in  sup- 
port of  his  own  claims,  aj^ainst  those  of 
this  world  flesh  and  blood.  If  weak 
Eli  had  not  honoured  his  sons  more  than 
his  God,  his  neck  had  not  been  broken  one 
morning,  the  ark  of  God  taken,  and  his 
wicked  sons  slain  together.  If  Lot's 
wife  did  not  yield  too  much  to  the  fond 
claims  o^  house  andv^om^,  she  had  not 
been  turaed  to  a  pillar  of  salt,  as  a 
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warning  m  us  to-day.  If  that  best, 
richest,  and  most  blest  of  all  women, 
Queen  of  Eden  and  the  whole  earth, 
had  consulted  her  naiural  rights  less, 
and  divine  rights  more,  she  had  not  de- 
stroyed by  her  own  sin  all  her  own 
riahfs  to  earth  and  Jienren,  and  ours  too. 
If  the  prophet  Jonah  had  consulted  his 
osMwsafety  /ess, and  the  authority  of  God 
more,  the  morning  he  went  toTarshish, 
rather  than  the  way  of  duly,  he  had  not 
fallen  into  the  whale's  haWy.  A  young- 
prophet  800  years  after  this,  when 
called  of  God  to  go  to  Arabia,  of  course 
a  very  dangerous  place,  found  in  Jonah 
a  lesson  to  himself,  so  he  did  not  go  to 
Tarshish  to  consult  ease,  flesh  and  blood  ; 
but  went  at  once  to  his  work,  and  God 
highly  blessed  him  in  the  deed.  On 
this  point  the  teaching  of  Christ  was 
not  well  received  by  his  own  generation 
and  we  shall  meet  like  treatment  from 
every  man  amoust  us  who  puts  the 
claims  of  man  fiyst,  and  the  claims  of 
God  in  the  second  class.  But  we  shall 
not  lorget  the  admonition,  "  He  that 
lovelh  father  or  mother  more  than  me 
is  not  worthy  of  me  :  and  he  that  loveth 
son  or  daughter  more  than  me  is  not 
worthy  of  me — and  he  that  lovelh  his 
own  liie  more  than  me  cannot  bo  my 
disciple."  Oh  1  my  brethren,  of  all  ene- 
mies let  us  beware  of  that  ever  near- 
est, constant,  and  deceitful  enemy 
self.  But  this  warns  you  of  false  doc- 
trines rather  than  false  morality;  and 
in  the  subject  of  dispute,  take  John's 
short  rule,  "  He  that  hath  the  Son  hath 
life,  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  of 
God  hath  not  life;'  John  v,  12.  So  far 
as  this  life  is  preached  as  in  birth,  priest, 
church,  or  any  r!te  short  of  being  a 
new  creature  in  Christ,  believe  it  not; 
it  is  pure  popery.     To  save  men    is  not 


to  deceive  them.  Christ  says,  look  un- 
to me  and  be  ye  saved.  The  priest 
who  sees  not  the  eioss.  but  the  silver  or 
golden  one  on  his  own  breast, would  make 
3'^ou  look  to  him  r r  something  he  can 
do  for  you.  Oh  !  the  patience  of 
heaven  when  all  the  mushrooms  of 
earth  are  tried  in  vain,  belbre  the  over- 
tures of  mercy  are  embraced.  I  can 
freely  say,  that  I  can  and  highly  re- 
spect many  a  pedo-Baptisr  brother,  and 
not  a  few  ministers  who  hold  the  infant 
rite  very  dear.  But  were  they  to 
])reach  always  to  the  people,  as  thy  do 
at  the  font,  my  respect  might  soon  wear 
out  Mt  the  small  end.  Thanks  be  to 
God,  things  are  improving.  Our  testi- 
mony is  bearing  rich  fruits,  let  us  con- 
tinue it  faithfully  in  love.  "And  now 
brethren  I  commend  you  to  God,  and 
to  the  word  of  His  grace,  which  is  able 
to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  3^ou  an  in- 
heritance among  all  them  which  are 
sanctified, — and  to  the  only  w^ise  God 
our  Saviour  be  glory  and  majesty,  do- 
minion and  power,  both  now  and  ever." 
Amen. 

A  few  texts  on  the  subject  of  bap- 
tism are  here  added.  Mode.  Math,  iii, 
5-14.  Mark  i,  5-10.  John  iii,  28.  Acts 
viii,36.  Rom.vi,  3.Col.ii,12. 

Subjects  :  Repentance  required.  i\cts 
ii,  38.  Mark  i,  15.  Luke  xxiv,  47. 
Faith  required.  Mark  xvi,  IG.  Acts 
viii,  37  ;  xviii,  8;  viii, 12-13.  They  were 
taughtor  made  disciples,  Matt.  xxv'ii,l9. 

John  ii,  1.  Luke  xiv,  26-27.  The 
above,  unconscious  babes  are  entirely 
incapable  of;  and  our  late  great  oppon- 
ent, J)i.  Millar,  of  Princeton,  allows 
that  all  the  baptisms  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament  are  those  of  "converts." 
See  his  book,  page  37. 
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